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Introduction
The abundantly documented period of U.S economic, social and political transformation has drawn a lot of debates. The period which spans from 1873 to 1920 is one of the greatest industrial transformations in the U.S history. The fall in productivity, economic fluctuations, conflicts between laborers and railroads disruptions are some of the bad sides that characterize the Second Industrial period. The American people and economy owe its success to the Progressive Era of the 20th century too. This paper outlines the periods of The Second Industrial Revolution as well as the unrest of laborers, and the Progressive Era. All major economies in the world, inclusive of the U.S have had an ugly history that has been documented and evaluated by varied scholars. 
Part 1: The Second Industrial Revolution and Conflicts
The 19th century was a period that was characterized by the vulgar display, scandal-plagued politics, shady business practices, corporate buccaneers, greedy and unscrupulous speculators. The Second Industrial Revolution took place in the U.S during the “Gilded Age” as Mark Twain called it[footnoteRef:1]. This age of conspicuous consumption and corruption forms the formative period in the U.S history. It was in The Second Industrial Revolution when an urban society was created from an agrarian society. Industrial corporations replaced an agricultural society of small producers.  [1:  De Vries, Jan. 1994. "The industrial revolution and the industrious revolution." In The Journal of Economic History, 249-270.
] 

At the end of the 19th century, a modern American economy was created- was dominated by industries[footnoteRef:2]. During the same period, the U.S economy witnessed the development of a communication and national transportation network. Before the beginning of the Civil War, massive industrial development was needed for and for this reason, railroads were created. The burgeoning cities of California were rich with gold and to access the mines, a quest for improvement of transportation was made. This period, of economic development through the advancement of transport network was one of the unstoppable civilizations which boosted the accomplishment of Manifest Destiny[footnoteRef:3]. The corporate industries of the period started with textile industries which created a trade network with Great Britain. However, the managerial development that shaped the dynamics of the economy also led to turbulent years of discontented employees, militancy among farmers, racial tension and labor violence.  [2:  Jan, The industrial revolution]  [3:  Jevons, H. Stanley. 1931. "The second industrial revolution." In The Economic Journal 41, no. 161, 1-18.
] 

Consequently, falling farm prices and heavy debts led to the creation of Populist Party[footnoteRef:4]. This party advocated for a progressed income tax, tariff reduction, and aid of the government in repaying loans as well as an increase in the amount of money circulating in the economy. However, it is important to note that the government was tiny which made the pleas of the agrarians not easy to respond to. In this regard, in the late 19th and early 20th century, the U.S workforce was involved in a confrontation that led to the wreckage of communication and transportation networks. The conflicts between industrialists and laborers were so intense that it led to a significant halt of the trade networks by wracking mining industries and railroads. The struggling government sent federal troops, state militias, and private police force to cool down the clashes. Some of these clashes took place in the districts of Idaho and Colorado. However, regardless of the labor struggles of the 19th [footnoteRef:5]century, the U.S came up with policies that shaped the workable system in the current industries.  [4:  Ibid., 10]  [5:  Ibid., 14] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, the conflict between the industrialists and laborers was caused by the fear of eroding their status in the society, the quest to defend laborers from the dominating industrial corporations and the debates regarding slavery. Before the Civil War, workers were allowed to own farms, land, and shops[footnoteRef:6]. However, the expansion of industries after the Civil War created impersonal relations between corporation management and the labor force. Additionally, due to the growth of industries, semi-skilled labor was replaced by skilled labor provided by the massive influx of immigrants. For this matter, U.S laborers called for fewer work hours and a higher pay which would ensure an employee-controlled creator cooperative.  The U.S trade unionism was a concept that took long for laborers as compared to industrialists. The first unions were organized by craftsmen who claimed that the production process had high use of semi-skilled and unskilled labor but the wages did not reflect on the efforts these workers put in. The first union was formed in 1852[footnoteRef:7]- the National Typographic Union (NTU). The NTU fought for the standard wages for all the workers and reduced use of apprenticeship. The National Trades' Union was then formed in 1834, which was meant to fight for laborers. For this matter, the strikes of the Second Industrial Revolution led to the transformation of social treatment of workers which is evident in the current labor market.  [6:  Jevons, H. Stanley. 1931. "The second industrial revolution." In The Economic Journal 41, no. 161, 1-18.
]  [7:  Jan, The industrial revolution] 



Part 2: The Progressive Era
The Progressive Era took place between the 1900 and 1929 and it was heavily characterized by progressive reform and business expansion in the U.S. Through regulations of big businesses, the progressives in this era worked towards a safe and better society that the Americans would be able to live in. Again, this period is known for the efforts applied in ridding the cities and governments of corruption, improving workers’ environments in the industries and in slums. Additionally, the advocates of a clean and progressive society also fought for better conditions of immigrants- from both Eastern and Southern European countries[footnoteRef:8]. Following the revolution of industries after the Civil War, industries misused workers by paying low wages for long hours. The concept of industrialization was a route to the growth of corporations which dependent on cheap labor. [8:  Gould, Lewis L. 2014. America in the progressive era, 1890-1914. Routledge.
] 

During the industrialization period, big corporations did not care about the welfare of their workers and thus to hide from the national and local workers’ unions, they allied themselves with political parties. Women’s rights, the reconstruction from the Civil War, and the concept of slavery motivated the development of progressivism[footnoteRef:9] which was meant to cure the country of all social, political and economic ailments. However, the idea was not an organized movement but a reform by all the citizens in the United States. For this matter, reformation took place in three levels; local, labor and national level. [9:  Lewis, America in Progressive] 

 The local society was divided into municipalities and each had a government headed by a powerful mayor[footnoteRef:10]. Additionally, the municipal had a council (some members controlled a particular sector in the government) whose function was to make and pass laws. What was left for the mayor was to ensure that the laws were executed without questions? The local reforms included the introduction of the ballot to prevent businessmen and political leaders from coercing voters. Furthermore, the progressives advocated for more rights of the citizens on the matters regarding the law- through referendums. Changes in the local level also allowed the citizens to vote out corrupt leaders while in office. This was cemented by the establishment of the direct primary which allowed voters to nominate party candidates.  [10:  Jaycox, Faith. 2005. The progressive era. Facts on File. 
] 

The labor reforms entailed giving power to the general population as opposed to the legislation. There were three practices that were adopted in the quest to reform the labor market; recall, initiative, and referendum[footnoteRef:11]. The recall concept was meant to give power to voters regarding the action to take in case of a corrupt government official. On the other hand, the initiative gave the voters permission to force and petition for changes in a certain bill that affected their lives and the referendum gave the Americans to vote on a bill. However, the reforms were not enough because there was evidence of child labor in the industries. Due to this, an association by the name Juvenile Protective Association led by Jane Addams has created in 1901[footnoteRef:12]. A massive march that was concerned with the abolition of child labor was conducted by Children’s Crusaders led by Mary Harris in 1903[footnoteRef:13]. These associations and movements led to a national awareness of the child labor that was taking in the country at that time. The then U.S President, Roosevelt created the United States Children Bureau which was tasked with investigating child labor in industrial environments.  Additionally, women labor was regulated following an incident that claimed the lives of about a hundred women at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory.  [11:  Lewis, America in Progressive]  [12:  Faith, The Progressive]  [13:  Hart, Bradley W. 2016. "Thomas C. Leonard Illiberal Reformers: Race, Eugenics and American Economics in the Progressive Era." In Population and Development Review 42, no. 3, 565-566. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press.
] 

After the assassination of President McKinley in 1901, President Theodore Roosevelt assumed power and helped in achieving progressivism at the national level. In 1903[footnoteRef:14], miners brought their grievances to the President regarding pay raise which had not taken place for twenty years. The owners of the mines refused to heed the directions by the President until an army was used to try and take over the mines. However, the idea of peaceful negotiations between firms and the government was initiated by President Roosevelt. Additionally, the Sherman Antitrust Act was adopted by the President with the purpose of reducing monopoly through a combination of companies into trusts.  [14:  Ibid., 566] 

Conclusion
The Second Industrial Revolution period and The Progressive Era have a lot in common. Both of these periods encompass activities that have led to the overall shaping of the social, political and economic aspects of the current U.S. They play a key role in the historic transformation of the U.S industries and workforce. The Second Industrial Revolution is a period of chaos, disruptions, and unrest which led to the need for progressivism.  The reforms made at the national and local level created a society that is wary of the social responsibility of industries and workers as well as political leaders. 
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